
ur song this year started with 
a verse about launching in-
school programs for 20,000 
children! In early September, 

we welcomed the Music for Minors’ 
team of 70 professional and volunteer 
educators to three days of training. 
Our own experts led sessions focusing 
on innovative classroom techniques, 
and outside specialists covered Whole 
Brain Teaching and how to best 
reach differently 
abled students. 
Our headquarters 
was bursting with 
music…from songs 
we sang, to stacks 
of resource kits, 
rhythm instruments, 
and recorders.
    Unique this year 
was the launch of 
our new Online 
Music Curriculum, 
a stepping-stone to 
even more state-of-
the-art technology 
currently under 
development. This 
interim solution 
is exciting in and 
of itself, giving our educators web-
based access to seven grade levels of 
curriculum and supporting materials. 
Our next phase will feature not only 
more dynamic teaching and music-
making capabilities, but also enhanced 
and expanded content. An additional 
feature will be designed for kids and 
parents to take learning about music 
outside of the classroom and into 
the home.
    All this work is propelling Music 
for Minors to have a deeper impact 
toward promoting the creativity that 

can be realized in everyone. In this 
issue, you will enjoy reading about 
our extended reach into more under-
resourced communities, one of our 
strategic priorities. We are proactively 
working with schools, districts, and 
communities to achieve our long-term 
goal of sustainable music education 
for all children. 
    To enhance our efforts around the 
creative process, we are delighted 

to announce our 
new educational 
partnership 
with West Coast 
Songwriters. 
Our Fall Appeal 
materials recently 
highlighted our 
shared vision, as 
well as the impact 
of songwriting on 
creativity. Through 
this partnership we 
have connected 
with songwriter 
Steve Seskin, and 
together we are now 
offering a children’s 
songwriting 
workshop that 

will lead to the unveiling of a new 
signature Music for Minors’ song in 
just a few short months.
    The tune is catching on and our 
next verse is already underway. 
Thank you for being part of the 
music!

To learn more or make a donation: 
Contact us at 650.237.9130 or visit 
www.mfm.org.

Educator Pablo Frias, armed with bags of recorders, 
ready to rock the new school year.

A Song Within Us All

Connect with us on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/MusicforMinors
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Not all of our local children receive music education. 
Although the benefits are far-reaching and well 
acknowledged, many schools still lack the resources 
needed to provide a music program. This was the 

case within San Jose’s Oak Grove School District, and Music 
for Minors rolled up our sleeves and got to work. Based on her 
research to identify areas of need, Program Director Jean Tyan 
requested a meeting last spring with the Superintendent and 
other district officials to present the case for music. From there 
they jointly crafted a plan to bring a program to Oak Grove’s 
most under-resourced schools, and this new partnership is now 
resulting in over a thousand kids getting music this year!
    The schools new to the Music for Minors program--serving 
the highest need populations in the district--are Christopher, 
Edenvale, Miner, and Stipe. As Nora Guerra, the District’s 
Director of Educational Innovation and Development, reflects:
     “I am appreciative of Music for Minors for its dedication to 
help our district with music education, by providing a weekly 
program for our most socioeconomically disadvantaged 
schools. Our partnership is based on the premise that high 
quality music education not only contributes to a well-rounded 
education but can help improve student learning and increase 
student engagement in underserved schools. Music education 
benefits the whole child, unites a classroom, school, families 
and community. Students can accomplish so much when 
they are motivated, supported, and inspired, and that is what 
happens when they make music together at school.”

   The Leo M. Shortino Family Foundation has responded 
with a significantly increased grant award to help underwrite 
the cost of this initiative that also includes an additional 
four under-resourced San Jose schools (in several different 
districts). We are thrilled to be part of this success story and 
grateful to you for your donations that make it possible for 
these children to benefit from music.

Creating Change You Can be Proud Of
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usic education can light a fire that will grow and 
glow throughout someone’s lifetime. It’s such a joy 
for me to be a music teacher and play that role 
for kids,” says Music for Minors Educator Gabriela 

Rojas. “I adored my own music teachers when I was growing 
up, and I wanted to be just like them.” Now Gabriela is igniting 
imaginations and engaging 
young music makers at four of 
our local elementary schools, 
teaching 25 classes each week. 
    In 2011 Gabriela was 
trained and started teaching 
as a volunteer with Music 
for Minors. At the end of 
that school year she began 
to realize just how much 
impact she was having as she 
received mountains of hugs and 
testimonials from her students. 
Putting instruments into 
children’s hands for the first 

time, singing and dancing with them, allowing them 
to express themselves creatively further sparked her 
passion for teaching. Last year she moved into our Professional 
Educator Program and says loves her job and loves learning every day. 
    “Giving children access to music and playing instruments 
gives them an opportunity to express themselves in a way that 

they don’t otherwise,” Gabriela 
smiles, “It allows kids to 
be kids!”
    Outside of her work with 
Music for Minors, Gabriela 
leads recreational music 
groups with autistic children, 
teens, and disabled adults, 
as well as the elderly. She 
is also an accomplished 
pianist who plays in the area 
professionally. 
    You might even be lucky 
enough to catch her playing 
at one of our events.

Educator Spotlight

Boosting 
Brainpower

“

new study 
published in 
The Journal of 
Neuroscience 

finds that music education 
helps kids’ brains process 
language. The study took 
place with at-risk children, 
ages six to nine in Los 
Angeles, and was conducted 
by Northwestern University’s 
Auditory Neuroscience 
Laboratory. Findings suggest 

that music is an effective 
strategy for helping close 
the achievement gap 
between low-income and 
more affluent children. 
To read the full research 
report: http://www.
soc.northwestern.edu/
brainvolts/documents/
Krausetal_Harmony_
JNeuro2014.pdf
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New Song to Premiere at Carnaval de Paris

“Thank you so much for a 
wonderful year! This was the best 
year of music that I have seen for 
my class in 11 years of teaching! 
You are amazing! The kids 
absolutely LOVE music! “
                              (2nd grade teacher, 
                               Redwood City) 

ou can almost see an electric current of excitement jolt the kids as a song emerges from their words and ideas. We 
are teaming up with Steve Seskin* for a project to engage local children in creating a new signature song for Music for 
Minors. Steve is leading a six-week long songwriting workshop at a San Carlos school for a group of our second through 
fourth graders. These students are composing lyrics and music, and are experiencing the thrill of creating songs that are 

completely their own. We are chronicling the process that will culminate in a short video to be premiered at Carnaval de Paris on 
January 31st. You can be among the fi rst to hear the new song at our event.
    We couldn’t agree more when Steve says, “Whether or not kids decide to pursue 
a career in an artistic fi eld, music education at an early age enriches and empowers 
them to lead rich, full lives, appreciating the creative process 
and the importance of music in our world.”  Wish you 
could all see the magic that is happening in that 
classroom on Thursday mornings! 
    *Steve is a successful singer/songwriter who has 
seven number-one hits to his name. His compositions 
have been recorded by such artists as Alabama, 
Tim McGraw, Kenny Chesney, Peter Frampton, 
Waylon Jennings, and Peter, Paul and Mary. 
To date, Steve has written more than 100 
songs with children. 

                               Redwood City) 

“Thank you so much for a 

Announcing 2014 Education Partnership 
with West Coast Songwriters:
 Celebrating the shared vision of educating today’s youth along the path to 
 creative expression through music

In September, supporters gathered for a special evening to 
celebrate music education… A reception at the Adobe Lodge, 
followed by Chanticleer’s “Gypsy in My Soul” concert in the historic 
Santa Clara Mission.



1100 Industrial Road, Suite 10
San Carlos, CA 94070 

NONPROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE

PAID
SAN CARLOS, CA
PERMIT NO. 56

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Please Join Us!
Saturday, January 31, 2015 • 6:00–11:00 pm

Los Altos Golf and Country Club.

Tickets available online at www.mfm.org 
For more information call 650.237.9130


