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    Winter 2017

n keeping with our anniversary 
theme, What Music Means, 
I’d like to tell you about an 
experience I had just last week. On 

a cold rainy morning I was on my way 
to a Music for Minors school. It was an 
emotional drive as I prepared to make 
a presentation of instrument kits and 
a dedication plaque for a kindergarten 
classroom...gifts made possible through 
the generosity of nearly 70 loving 
friends and family to honor the legacy 
of music teacher, Mimi Goity. Mimi 
taught for the entirety of our 40-year 
history, starting in her son’s class when 
he was a child, and then continuing on 
to teach music in his classroom when 
Larry himself grew up to become the 
beloved teacher.  
     As I approached the school, the 
dark sky suddenly brightened to reveal 
the most beautiful rainbow, lifting my 
mood from sadness to sheer joy! When 
I entered the classroom, it was fi lled 
with energy, from the students to the 
classroom teacher (Larry), 
music teacher (his wife 
Trish), the 
principal, 
family 

members, and supportive friends. The 
presence of music was as colorful as 
that rainbow. From the tears, smiles, 
hugs, laughter, and kids making music, 
the meaning of music was obviously 
different for each of us, but there was 
a shared and powerful connection. 
     This is the essence of Music for 
Minors. In our own unique way, like 
Mimi, we all have an opportunity to 
make a lasting difference through 
music. Thank you for being part of 
our rainbow and bringing vibrancy 
to more and more lives each year and, 
to your own, I suspect—Someday 
you’ll fi nd it, the rainbow (music) 
connection. The lovers, the dreamers, 
and YOU! La-da-da, de-da-da-do. 
La-da-da-da-da-de-da-do...

Executive Director
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ur 25 young performers are enjoying their training with 
Broadway star Lisa Vroman, and preparing to wow guests at 
our upcoming 40th Anniversary Gala on March 11th. Lisa has 
selected the musical theater-style repertoire and is specially 

crafting the evening to feature ensemble numbers, as well as solos and 
duets. Our singers attend various schools on the Peninsula, and range 
in age from fi ve to fourteen. Every Thursday evening fi nds them 
practicing their do re mi’s, already sounding poised and polished. 
     The Gala will honor our ineffable founder Grace Johnston. 
We hope you will consider joining us to celebrate the past 40 years 
of Music for Minors, and 
raise a glass to the next 
40. This elegant event 
will include cocktails 
and fi ne wine, a seated 
dinner, and an after-
party with a live band 
and dancing. And 
don’t miss outstanding 
entertainment by Lisa 
Vroman and budding 
local talent. Tickets 
are still available
at www.mfm.org 
or by calling us at 650.237.9130.  

elebrating 40 years of Music for Minors begins with acknowledging the spirit and dedication of 1,000—yes, 
1,000—inspirational volunteers. Our current success is entirely due to the loving rabble rousers in our midst 
who were determined to make school music a reality. 
     With Grace Johnston leading the charge, so many of you joined in... armed with rhythm sticks and 

tambourines, donning fi nger puppets and lugging lyric charts, you hummed and strummed and snapped and clapped 
your way into the hearts and minds of literally hundreds of thousands of children. Through your investment—of time, 
talent, and dollars—you have planted seeds that continue to propagate as your students have grown up and value music 
in a myriad of ways. A newly created Alumni Council will recognize and honor the substantial ongoing annual 
contributions from our generous alumni. You are still transforming lives and enriching communities. 
     We want to re-connect with all of you! While MFM has stretched its limbs and evolved over the years, what you 
value most about the organization has remained the same. Please: �
• Update your Contact Info (email ceci@mfm.org). 
• Visit a Music Class (call us to schedule). �
•  Save the Date: June 4th All That Jazz (Reunion and Celebration). It will be a wonderful chance to see old friends 

and make new ones. Plus, a surprise headliner you won’t want to miss! 
     We have more work ahead of us to continue expanding the reach of music education, particularly to those schools 

lacking in resources. Your support is as important as ever! 

or Lidia, music is the very fabric of life. She believes it offers a means of self-expression and can bring us to a 
deeper understanding of ourselves. “Music gives voice to beauty and wonder, and at the end of a diffi cult day, 
music can wash away frustration and sadness,” she says. “God gave me the gift of music, and I want to share it 
with others, especially children.” 

     Lidia started volunteering with MFM in 2006, soon after earning her degree in music education from a university 
in Saltillo Coahuila, Mexico. Growing up in a rural family without much money, she sought out every 
musical opportunity. She sang in her church choir, and took piano lessons at the community center. 
She taught herself to play guitar and mandolin. And she has been captivated by classical music 
ever since the day in her childhood when she overheard it spilling from a neighbor’s window. 
     Lidia became a paid educator two years ago and is now teaching 600 students each week, all 
in Redwood City. One of them is her nephew, a kindergartener at Adelante Spanish Immersion 
School, who beams with pride that his auntie is the music teacher. Beyond the delight of seeing 
his happy face, Lidia is especially gratifi ed to work with the special day students. “Music helps 
them overcome so many of the challenges they face at school and takes them to the magical 
world of melody and rhythm,” Lidia explains. “Even small steps mean a lot and I see these 
children gain a sense of being more capable through music class.” 
     Lidia is also helping advance multicultural elements of our curriculum, researching the 
background of Spanish-language songs, and making teaching suggestions to add context. 
She is further using her expertise to identify new content and songs as we expand this 
dimension of the program.  “I cannot imagine life without music,” Lidia says in sum, 
“It is with me in every moment, in everything I do.”

ur peer-to-peer campaign is ringing in 2017 
on a strong note! To date, 125 donors have 
participated, with 80 for the fi rst-time. Based 
on this exciting response, we are extending 

until the end of June.  
     The privilege of now reaching 25,000 children means 
we need to raise more dollars than ever before. So we are 
trying new approaches. Using social media is proving to 
be a valuable way of getting our message heard by new 
audiences, and we are broadening the base of support for 
music education. 
     Warm thanks to our MFM Trustees for their inspiring 
leadership here, with a special shout-out to Vice Chair Liz 
Rome and her husband Dave who are providing dollar-
for-dollar matching funds for donations up to $5,000. 
     And we love hearing about 
What Music Means to you: Lorraine 
Padden: “I’ve been blessed to live in a 
music-fi lled world and I can’t bear the 
thought of kids not knowing what that 
might be like.” Elliott Franks: “I would 
never have survived my childhood 
without music. It saved my life, 
and continues to do so.” Anne 
Saturday: “Music—the creator 
of inspiration, spreader of love, 
binder of friendships, and giver 
of  joy! 
     Visit www.mfm.org and 
click on the campaign to get in 
the game! 

arvard Business School Community 
Partners has once again selected MFM 
for a pro bono consulting engagement! 
This program leverages alumni skills 

and experience to help nonprofi ts be successful. 
A volunteer team has been assembled tocollaborate 
with MFM to refresh and extend our current strategic 
plan to the year 2020. 
     “We are thrilled to have been chosen,”  says 
Executive Director Sonja Palmer. Refl ecting on the 
past opportunities, she adds, “On both occasions, we 

were expertly led in an 
inclusive, energy-driven 
fashion that encouraged 
us to step back, think 
outside the box, and 
move out of our 
comfort zones.”
     In revising our 
roadmap for the 
future, MFM’s 

leadership has prioritized the need to clearly 
defi ne program growth targets, service markets, and 
delivery models.  The team will also be reviewing 
the fundraising and infrastructure required to 
appropriately support achievement of these goals, and 
how to best position MFM for meaningful long-term 
impact. 
     With the valuable addition of fresh eyes and ears, 
we are tackling this project, and anticipate completion 
in late May.

You are invited to visit a Music for Minors classroom during 
the month of March to experience what our students have 
been learning. Sing, dance, and play rhythm instruments 
with the kids! Call us for details (650.237.9130) about a 
Sharing Event at a school near you. It will be the most fun 
you’ve had all year! 
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